
Ian,

As I indicated, my latest editing contract 
is taking up much of my time, so I won’t be 
able to review your story. As you requested, 
though, here is my contribution to your 
“comments” section:
Oscar Wilde wrote, “The Book of Life begins 
with a man and a woman in a garden.” The 
quiet pleasure of planting seeds and watching 
them grow and thrive is as intrinsic to us as 
the wonder of witnessing the ocean’s tides. 
Both satisfy the soul. As long as there is a garden 
there will be refuge from strife and want. 

Denis St-Jean, founding member

 
Dear Ian,

Thank you for letting me have an advance 
glance at your meticulous account of the 
gardening project. David Dickson, my 
husband, was deeply involved in the entire 
process. He was the gardener, also engaging 
other members of our family, and I also took 
a keen interest because it was so important 
to David.
 My contribution to the organization was 
to maintain a register of members on the 
Internet, which had just been introduced 
to Ottawa early in the 1900s, and also by 
chairing many of the meetings. David 
accepted the role of treasurer. As a Chartered 
Accountant, this task fell to him in various 
groups to which we belonged. 
  His sudden death, caused by a brain 
hemorrhage while fighting cancer, ended our 
gardening forever. I greatly appreciate the 
work you have done to revive the memories.  

Thank you,
Rosaleen

June 25, 2006 

“Ian, I have read the first draft manuscript 
and believe the information and sequence of 
events described relevant to the creation of 
Nepean Allotment Garden Association are 
correct. It’s a good story and I congratulate 
you for the work you have put into it.” 

Signed by Al Martin. 

July 18, 2006

A. Reviews and Comments



The following commentaries 

of money.

Ester Okwir

In some spots a gas grass trimmer is useful. Otmir Okwir, a native of Uganda, hard at 

B. Words from the Gardeners...

I enjoy gardening, especially the perennial plots. I have two of them 
and one annual plot. I’ve planted garlic and leeks, and pick broccoli 
until freeze-up. I’ve got josta-- a cross between a gooseberry and 
blackcurrant. It’s spineless! 

I feel relaxed in the garden, even when I’m weeding. The plots are 
convenient to me. I’ve gardened there for seven years. I also enjoy 
other gardeners.

Last year. I had mostly squash and sunflowers in my annual plot. I put 
dry grass clippings on the seeds after I plant them, and that helps keep 
the birds away. Also it’s good mulch.

Eve Cadeau

I love gardening! It’s my hobby. My husband and I were born in 
Poland, and we both grew up on a farm. We share the garden plot. 
We go to the garden to relax. We work to get healthy organic 
food. We have two teenage kids and have shown them how to 
garden. They help us.

Wieslawa Moskal
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B. Words from the Gardeners...

Well, I was born and raised on a farm, 
and the earth is very important to me. 
Since I was about 5 years old, I always 
had a garden either growing flowers or 
vegetables. At school, kids had to work on 
a collective farm in the Ukraine during 
harvest, picking potatoes or beets. And 
in summer, we had to pick potato beetles. 
They paid us 1 kopek, about 10 cents for a 
can of beetles! 

Gardening is a form of relaxation and 
a way to give back to nature what I’ve 
taken for so many years. I’m making the 
earth better, tending it naturally. It’s 
like my little piece of paradise! I don’t 
really need the vegetables ---- I could 
buy them----- but I grow them anyway. 
They’re natural, no pesticides on them. I 
tend my garden and it gives me back 10 
– fold what I give it. It makes me relax 
and helps my mental state.

Maria Lachowich

Regretfully, owing to my changing circumstances, I 
have had to leave my garden plot which I nurtured 
for many years. Now the garden will be in the 
hands of others, who, I hope, will nurture it as I 
have. 

I have enjoyed my association with other gardeners, 
whom I found very friendly and always willing to 
share their expertise. 

What a relief it was to work in the garden, with 
the birds all around and the open sky above! On 
hot days, I didn’t have to stay at home but could be 
in the garden where there was always a breeze. 
And I could chat with my friend in the plot next to 
mine. 

Every year, I was amazed at the abundance of 
vegetables I got from my garden. Although I used 
no pesticides, I had very little trouble with bugs. 
And I always had the added satisfaction that my 

bought vegetables. 

Altogether, it was a blessing to be part of the 
garden association which I joined right from its 
beginning.

Ange Salm

My husband Luigi, loves to garden. He 
feels that planting and digging is a man’s 
job. But when the plants come up, I help 
with the watering. No have to do what she 
says. She decides what to grow, e.g. the 
beans and tomatoes. I help her. She is very 
smart in the garden----How, what and 
when.  Both of us were born in Italy and 
have lived in Canada about 40 years.

Rosa Petruzzi
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My wife, Sonia, and I started gardening since 
the association began. Although we missed 
about three or four years, we’ve gardened for 
the past six or seven years. I’m half Italian and 
half Hungarian, and my wife has a Ukrainian 
background. We were both in Canada and have 
a farming background.  

a yard at home but it has too much shade.  My 

One advantage of the plots is there is no shade. 
Also the availability of water. We have been 
fortunate in not having much vandalism. Less 
than you’d expect.

We get to meet all sorts of people through the 
garden. The general atmosphere is very friendly. 
There is a wide diversity of ethnic backgrounds 
and different ways of gardening.

Dominic Raina

wing routine.

still some light in the sky. For some 

down in the hole* trying to turn off the 

I started gardening in an NCC plot on Prince 
of Wales Drive, over 25 years ago and have 
been with the garden association for the past 
four years. The service is excellent! It is great 
having the soil tilled in the spring, and the 
price of plots is good.

I have grown more than 200 varieties over the 
years; every year I plant something different. 
I write a column on gardening for a Chinese 
newspaper in Ottawa. Some of the varieties 
I  have grown  are Chinese spinach, quite a 
common vegetable; bitter melons and winter 
melons --- very popular with the Chinese; 
Chinese celery, which is strong smelling; 
and “bird’s nest”, a melon that is planted as 
ornamental, but is very sweet and tasty.

Kam Shui Ng

B. Words from the Gardeners...
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     My garden plot has been near and dear 
to me for many years. I began gardening in 
Viewmount Ave. a few years before we formed 
the garden association, and have rented a plot 
ever since. A summer without gardening was 
unthinkable!

was! Later I rented my own annual plot next 
to hers, and every year built up the soil from 
maple leaves, mushroom compost and kitchen 
peelings. Each year the earth became richer 
and less compacted. I love growing the soil 
almost as much as my vegetables!

     But what vegetables! I savored their taste 

was really avid, I new almost every plant as 

beetles and groundhogs seemed to take more 
than their share of my broccoli and lettuce.  
Yet, looking back over the years, I always 
ended up with far more produce than I could 
ever eat.

     I learned so much from gardening, especially 
from watching other gardeners and listening to 
their advice.  But my best teachers were the 
plants themselves. Tomatoes and potatoes, 
I discovered, make poor neighbors. Carrots 
should really be seeded more thinly in the 

wonderfully hardy, I certainly don’t want them 
invading my entire garden.

     For all the years of planting, cultivating, 
harvesting…..and hoping, I am most grateful. 
And to everyone in the garden association, I 
say a big thank you!

B. Words from the Gardeners...

I’m relatively new to gardening. We began 
renting a plot to years ago to introduce our pre-
schoolers, aged two and four, to gardening. 
They love it! They help us water, till and weed, 
and when they see the seeds sprouting, they 
get so exited!

For me, it’s a great way to learn from other 
gardeners. They’re so friendly, and give you 
tips on what to plant and what not to do.

Marie Mackenzie

going to like it here.”

those misty mornings, my reverence comes close 
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Garden Association

 Corporation is incorporated.          

Corporation. 

Shrubs planted in 2001

Garden Association was incorporated. This means that 
the Nepean Garden Association/Nepean Allotment 

Attachment No. 3
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Nepean seniors. 

Attachment No.4

Alan Martin 

of Nepean. 

 
Attachment No.5

NOT scan it.

Attachment No.6

Commissioner of Parks and 

Attachments

A family are pleased with their produce. 
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Allotment Garden Program 

Encl. 

Mr. A. Martin 

gardens. 

allotment gardens. 

longer. 

Attachment No. 8

Alan Martin 

Attachments



forming an Allotment Garden Association. 

in Nepean. 

attendance. 

Nepean. 

 NOTICE

Association Steering Committee will take place at 

Association.

Programmer 

Attachment No. 11

Nepean Garden Association

Attachments

Lorenzo and Sonny rototilling their garden.
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look into a title search for the corporation. 

Carried. 

name of the Corporation. 

follows 

 Walter Saidak 

 

Ange Salm 
A gardener preparing her garden for planting. 

Attachments



plot of land.
 

telephone committee. 

NEPEAN GARDEN ASSOCIATION 

DATE. 

perennial plots. Amendment was added to note that 

Attachments

Ian’s sweetpotaoes



sites. Denis seconded the amended motion. All in 

Nepean seniors 

Ian presented material collected regarding costs for 
preparing the plots in the spring. 
 

and stakes. Maintenance Committee will paint stakes 
for site.

of Washroom Facilities. 

Approx. costs of Operations Predicted at this Date.
     

Attachments
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Attachment No. 13

General Meeting of the Garden Association 

Sportsplex. In order to respond please 
contact the Nepean Garden Association 

The Nepean Garden Association 
think, from the pigweed family.

Attachments
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An article about the Viewmount Allotment Gardens 
written by Derek Dunn:

“...More than 300 annual and perennial gardens are 
here, probably the largest and best run spot of its kind 
in Eastern Ontario. There are at least 14 nationalities 
represented. And you can really tell the differences.
The Japanese garden is heavy on the vertical side, 
with vines growing up a few rows of poles. Many 
others are spread out with wide rows....”
                                                   

Attachments

David Nott standing on planks to water his garden. 


