
The History of the Nepean Allotment Gardens
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Location: Nepean, Ontario
Latitude:  45º 21” North
Longitude:  75° 43” West  
Elevation:  Approximately 370 feet (112 m)

From its inception in 1991 through 2002

Ron Black, a former Chairperson, Bill Nye, the present Chairperson and Alan Wheatley harvesting their crop.
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gardens of the Nepean Allotment Garden Association  

to the Location Map. Attachment No.1

that time the gardens were well organized. See Plan/

Attachment No 2

charged $48 to rent a plot. The rental fees were getting 

The following is a list of the exchanges of 

1.1 Exchanges of Correspondence

I am listing the exchanges of selected correspondence 

their leadership and insight. 

1990, December 1  In a letter from the Nepean Parks 

notices. Attachment No. 3 

for plots and other details.

1990, December 20  In a letter from the Nepean Parks 

1. Background

A
ttatcm

ent #
1
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Attachment No.4

1991, January 1

 
Attachment No 5

1991, January 24

Attachment No 6. The 

1991, January 31 In a letter to Mr. A. 

concerns regarding the closing of 
the allotment gardens.” One of the 

the operation of these gardens was 

the allotment gardens. Attachment 
No. 7

1991, March 5

calls from people interested in allotment gardens 

Association.” Attachment No. 8.

1991, March 19
Attachment No. 9

Barbara Martin and husband Alan (still on crutches from a knee replacement 
operation) earlier in the year prepare their plot for planting. Al has worked 
this plot since 1988, and played a large role in the formation of the Nepean 
Allotment Garden Association in 1991. We are happy to report that Al is still 
gardening in the same plot with his wife in 2006.

1. Background
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the land at the Park with the existing wooden lockers 

formed Association 
had to work fast to 

the opening of the 
gardening season 

1.2 Meetings that took place 
to form the Nepean Allotment 
Garden Association

1991, March 25

Allotment Garden Association Steering Committee will 
Attachment No. 10  

1991, March 25 Appointed Interim Board of 
Directors Meeting.

1. Background

Walter and Pat Saidak harvesting produce from their garden.
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Alan Martin Walter Saidak
David Dickson

Nancy Rooyakkers Ian Reid 
and Bud Singh Denis St-Jean & 
Jennifer Bernius Agne Salm

Wallace Clark.

Attachment 
No. 11.

1991, March 27 Appointed Nepean Garden 
Association Steering Committee Members. 

Alan Martin Walter Saidak
David Dickson

Nancy Rooyakkers
Ian Reid & Bud Singh

Denis St-Jean and Jennifer Bernius
Ange Salm

Rosaleen Dickson
Wallace Clark.

1991, April 2  Interim Board of Directors Meeting.

Denis and Rachel St-Jean  David Dickson, 
Bud Singh, Rosaleen Dickson, Ian Reid, Betty Reid 

Walter Saidak, Nancy Rooyakkers, 
Wallace Clarke and Jennifer Bernius.

Attachment No 12.
 
1991, April 8  Interim Board of Directors Meeting

Denis, Mary and Rachel St-Jean, Ange Salm, 
Jennifer Bernius, Ian Reid, David Dickson, Rosaleen 
Dickson, Betty Reid

Walter Saidak, Alan Martin, Bud Singh, Wally 
Clarke

meeting.

1991, April 11 A notice was sent to “Dear Gardeners” 

Attachment No.13.

1991, April 15  Interim Board of Directors Meeting.

Walter Saidak, David Dickson, Nancy 
Rooyakkers, Ian Reid, Denis St-Jean, Jennifer Bernius, 
Ange Salm, Rosaleen Dickson, Wallace Clark, Betty 
Reid, Mary, Denis and Rachel St-Jean.

Alan Martin and Bud Singh.

1991, April 25  Interim Board of Directors Meeting.

David Dickson, Walter Saidak, Rosaleen 
Dickson, Wally Clarke, Ange Salm, Betty Reid, Ian 
Reid, Denis St-Jean, Jennifer Bernius.

Alan Martin, Bud Singh, Rachel and Mary St-
Jean. 

1. Background

Gavine Eslave and his wife preparing their plot.



1991, April 26  Al Martin wrote a letter to The 

(The year I retired)

1991-92  Board of Directors

 Walter Saidak,  
Rosaleen Dickson,  David Dickson, 

Nancy Rooyakkers,  
Ian Reid and Bud Singh,  Ron 
Black and Wallace Clark, Publicity Directors: Jennifer 
Bernius and Denis St-Jean, Ange 
Salm, Mary St -Jean and Rachel St-Jean. 

1991, May 13  Board of 
Directors Meeting 

Rosaleen Dickson
David Dickson
Nancy Rooyaakers

Ian 
Reid Ange Salm, and Betty 
Reid.

chaired the meeting.

Denis St-Jean, 
Walter Saidak, Alan Martin 

Bud 
Singh, Mary and Rachel St-
Jean.

1991, June 10 Board of Directors Meeting 

Walter Saidak
Rosaleen Dickson David Dickson

Nancy Rooyakkers
Ian Reid and Bud Singh

Ron Black Ange Salm, Mary St-
Jean Jennifer Bernius and Denis 
St-Jean Ron Black

Wally Clarke and Rachel St-Jean.

1991, August 12, Board of Directors Meeting 

Walter Saidak
Rosaleen Dickson David Dickson

Ian Reid
Wally Clark.

1. Background

Bill Nye, the Chair Person since the year 2000
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1991, September 30, Board of Directors 
Meeting 

Rosaleen Dickson
David Dickson Nancy 

Rooyakkers Ian 
Reid Ron Black and 
Wally Clark Jennifer 
Bernius.

1992, February 24, Board of Directors Meeting

Rosaleen Dickson
David Dickson Wally 

Clark Jennifer Bernius,
Nancy Rooyakkers Ange Salm.

Ian Reid, Bud Singh, Mary, Denis and Rachel 
St-Jean, Ron Black.

from the Chair position.

1992-1993, Board of Directors Meeting

Rosaleen Dickson Ron Black
David Dickson

Nancy Rooyakkers Ian Reid
Wallace Clark, Denis St-Jean, and Keith 

Hird Lila Hird.

1993-94, Board of Directors Meeting

Ron Black Marjorie Harris
Wendy Millar

Nancy Rooyakkers Ian Reid
Wallace Clark, Keith Hird, Roy Casorso, Lila 

Hird and Andrew Grainger.

1994-95, Board of Directors Meeting

Ron Black Roy Casorso
Nancy Rooyakkers

Marjorie Harris Ian 
Reid Wendy Millar  Keith Hird, 
Lila Hird, and Wallace Clark.

1995-96, Board of Directors Meeting

Ron Black Roy Casorso
Wendy Millar
Nancy Rooyakkers Janice Schroeder

Ian Reid
Janice Schroeder and 

James Bird

1. Background

Lorenzo Abalos, from the Philippines, watering his garden. 



1996-97, Board of Directors Meeting

Ron Black Jim Bird
Janice Schroeder

Nancy Rooyaakers Mary St-
Jean Ian Reid
Denis St- Jean, Bill Nye and Barbara Hale. 

1997-98, Board of Directors Meeting

Ron Black James Bird
Nancy Rooyakkers

Barbara Hale Ian 
Reid Mary St- Jean  Denis St-
Jean and Bill Nye.

 1998-99,  Board of Directors Meeting

Ron Black Jim Bird
Nancy Rooyakkers

Barbara Hale Ian Reid
Mary St- Jean Denis St -Jean 

and Bill Nye.  

1999-2000, Board of Directors Meeting

Jim Bird Barbara 
Hale Ian Reid, Mary 
St-Jean, Nancy 
Rooyakkers Bill Nye, Denis St- Jean.
Bill Nye
Chair later on in the season. 

2000-01, Board of Directors Meeting        

Bill Nye Denis St-Jean
Nancy Rooyakkers

 Ian Reid
Mary St-Jean Biba Torlakovic

David Nott and Ahmed Zarrug.    

 2001-02, Board of Directors Meeting

Bill Nye Denis St-Jean
Nancy Rooyakkers
Ian Reid,

Mary St-Jean Biba Torlakovic
 Terry Ingratta.

2002-03, Board of Directors Meeting
 

 Bill Nye Denis St-Jean
Elizabeth Nye Nancy Rooyakkers

Mary St-Jean
Ian Reid Terry Ingratta and David 

Nott.

Since I resigned as Maintenance Director at the end 

meetings. 

end of 2002

1991-92  

another and so on.

Esmie and her daughter Diane picking raspberries in Ian’s patch.

1. Background



Perennial gardens

opened for perennial gardening. Perennial gardens 

Annual Gardens

1.5 
Getting the 
Allotment 
Gardens 
Started

wrote a letter 

asking for a 

transferred 

Nepean Garden 
Association and 
the Association 

1. Background

Carl Vuylsteke whose roots can be traced to Belgium is seen repairing a water pipe. 
Carl does a great job as do many of the other volunteers.
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Site in the west end.

“In Town and Out Show”. 
cost of rental is still too high.

Association is charging gardeners a $5 rental fee per 
locker for the season.

process for the Association. The incorporation is a 

for the garden site.

 
1992-93

month or two earlier I met 

was a great person and he 

Laws.

1. Background

Nancy Rooyakkers and Al Bach admiring Al’s garden. 
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• Special thanks were extended to Keith and 

Suggestions for a Weed Free Garden

1993-94

•  131 plots rented.

•  Keith repaired and repainted all the stakes.

for the winter.

site for the gardeners.

26 perennial plots for a grand total of 131.

1. Background

Frank and Elizabeth Ernhofer, originally from Hungary, preparing their 
newly acquired perennial plot. Frank has been active over the years 
cutting grass with the push power.
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1994-95

were repaired.

of a riding lawn mower.

with maintenance. 

1995-96

trim on the shed. 

Digging In

programs. 

1996-97 

1. Background

Biba Torlakoviv, our Treasurer (2000), hails from Bosnia.
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program.

gardeners tend to 
plant plants too close 

the penetration of the 

name listed as the 
contact person for 
the Association in 

coordinated the on-site 
plant exchange.

•  Letters were sent to negligent plot renters 
regarding the poor condition of their plot. 

•  The Chair at the AGM meeting proposed that the 

Barbara Hale tending her perennial garden. Barbara is an enthusiastic gardener, being on the  
Board of Directors and looking after the plant swap.

1. Background


